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AN ACT

To amend chapter 26, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to a multicultural
program and committee within the office of the lieutenant governor, with an emergency
clause.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 26, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 26.730, to read as follows:

26.730. 1. Thereishereby established within the office of the lieutenant gover nor
a" Missouri Multicultural Center and Program”, which shall serveasan all-purpose all-
encompassingresour cefor local political subdivisionsand gover nment agencies, including
but not limited to counties, municipalities, judicial circuits, law enforcement agencies,
school districts, public health agencies or any other political subdivisions or local
gover nment agencies, stategover nmental agencies, nongover nmental community agencies,
businesses, advocacy groups, immigrants and refugees in this state. The lieutenant
gover nor shall haveauthority over thecenter and program, and all contracting conducted
pursuant tothe Missouri multicultural center and program. Subject to an appropriation
for the specific purpose of developing outreach materials, the center and program, as
directed by themulticultural citizens advisory committee, may develop outreach materials,
in various formats, and shall serve asa communicationslink to direct personsto where
materialsareavailable, which describetheresour ces, opportunities, infor mational sitesor
other informational sourcesthat the committee determines would be of assistanceto the
entitieslisted in thissubsection. Thematerialsand linksdescribed in this subsection may
bemadeavailablein any form thecommitteedeemsappropriate. Thecenter and program
may contract for theprovision of theinformation and servicesdescribed in thissubsection
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with any higher educational facility in the state or any other outside source it deems
capable of adequately providing such services and information.

2. There is hereby established within the office of the lieutenant governor a
"Multicultural Citizens Advisory Committee", which shall develop and implement, or
facilitate the development and implementation of, the program authorized pursuant to
subsection 1 of this section. The committee shall consist of twenty-five members, to be
appointed asfollows:

(1) Five persons employed by state executive departments, one from each of the
followingfivedepartments, tobedesignated by thedirector of theappropriatedepartment:
elementary and secondary education, social services, health, economic development and
public safety;

(2) Four membersof the general assembly, asfollows:

(a) Two members of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives, one from each major political party; and

(b) Two members of the senate appointed by the president pro tem of the senate,
one from each major political party;

(3) Fifteen citizensof thisstatewhowork dir ectly with themulticultural population
of thisstate, appointed by the gover nor and with theadviceand consent of the senate; and

(4) The lieutenant governor, who shall serve as an ex officio member of the
committee.

3. Theinitial membersof the committee shall be appointed between September 1,
2002, and December 31, 2002. Beginning January 1, 2003, all appointees shall become
member sof the committee, and the lieutenant gover nor shall causethe committeeto meet
no later than sixty days after that date. Upon the first meeting constituting a quorum of
thecommittee, thecommittee shall select oneof itsmembersaschair. Thechair shall serve
aschair for two years, and the committee may reappoint the chair for an additional term
or select anew chair at theexpiration of such term. Thecommittee shall meet on aregular
basis until the program described in this section has been developed, and then the
committeeshall meet only asneeded. The member sof the committee shall servefour-year
terms, except that thefirst term of the following members shall be for two years:

(1) Themembersappointed by the department of economic development and the
department of public safety;

(2) Onemember appointed by the speaker of the house of representativesand one
member appointed by the president pro tem of the senate, as selected by the speaker and
the president protem prior to the appointment of the committee member;

(3) Eight membersappointed by the governor, asselected by thegovernor prior to
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the appointment of the committee member.

4. Vacancieson thecommittee shall befilled assoon asispracticableby the person
charged with the appointment of the person who vacated the position. Members of the
committee shall not be compensated for their duties as members, but shall receive
reimbur sement for all actual and necessary expensesincurred in the cour se of performing
such duties, provided that the lieutenant governor shall not receive such expenses.

5. Thecommittee shall submit tothelieutenant governor alist of three names, one
of which thelieutenant governor shall employ asan executivedirector, who shall serveas
the executive officer of thecommittee. Asapriority, thedirector shall haveabackground
and knowledge of the transition faced by individuals with multicultural backgrounds
moving to Missouri. Thesalary and office spacefor the executive director, aswell asthe
expensesfor committeehearings, shall beprovided by theofficeof thelieutenant governor.

6. The committee may:

(1) Employ additional personnel as deemed necessary by the committee;

(2) Apply for any and all applicable state or federal grantsrelated to the purpose
of the Missouri multicultural center and program; and

(3) Promulgaterulestoimplement theprovisionsof thissection. Noruleor portion
of arulepromulgated pursuant totheauthority of thissection shall becomeeffectiveunless
it has been promulgated pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo.

Section B. Because immediate action is necessary to provide full, meaningful and
expedited accessfor immigrantsand refugeesto the public servicesof thisstate, section A of this
act is deemed necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health, welfare, peace and
safety, and is hereby declared to be an emergency act within the meaning of the constitution, and
section A of thisact shall bein full force and effect upon its passage and approval.



